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 Ordem dos Enfermeiros 

  Background information 

- Health information in Portugal 

- Nursing legal framework 

    Interventions / Activities 

     - Members 

     - Parliament /Goverment 

     - Citizens 
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Ordem dos Enfermeiros 

The Ordem dos Enfermeiros is a public 

association established in 1998, free and 

autonomous in the scope of its attributions, with 

juridical personality, independent of the State, 

competent authority and representative of nursing 

and midwifery graduates who practice in Portugal, 

in compliance with the principles of their 

constitution and the applicable legislation.  

 

The main aim of the Ordem dos Enfermeiros is to 

promote the defence of the quality of nursing care 

rendered to the population, as well as to develop, 

regulate and control the practice of nursing and 

midwifery, guaranteeing that ethical and 

professional deontology rules are respected.  
Stand nº 9 
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Health Information in Portugal 

- Regulated through a Parliamentary Law – Law nº 12/2005 – 26th of January 

- Person as owner of (own) health information  

- Health information is within the privacy of the person 

- Health and/or healthcare data are personal and subject of special 

protection 

- Health professionals and healthcare organizations: “guardians” and 

“mediators” 
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Nursing Legal Framework 

Statutes of the Ordem dos Enfermeiros  

Parliamentary Law nº 111/2009 

- Code of Ethics and Deontology  
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Regulation of the Professional Nursing Practice 

- Decree-Law nº 161/96  
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Juridical conflict 

- Nurse’s right to access all health information of the person 

- Nurse’s duty to inform 

- Nurse’s autonomous professional practice 
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- Physician as “mediator” to access the “clinical file” of the 

person/patient 
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Interventions / Activities 

- Members: Nurses and Specialist Nurses 

- Parliament / Government 

- Citizens 
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- Endorsement of ICNP
®

 as “the” terminology for nursing 

care documentation 

- “Nursing Minimum Data Set and Indicators in 

Nursing Information System” (January 2007) 

Regulation, NIS and national policy 

- “Nursing Information System” (NIS): 

basic design principles and principal 

technical-functional requirements” (April 

2006) 

- Software certification process 
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Nursing Deontology 

- Public power to interpret the law 

- Interpretative position statement: Nurse´s right to access all health 

information (CJ -105/2009) 

- unequivocal right of all nurses 

- clarification of the law through interpretation 

- clarification of mandatory nature in all healthcare institutions 
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Nursing Deontology 

- Position statement: Health information security and professional 

secrecy in nursing (CJ -194/2010) 

- access, safeguard, sharing and disclosure of information 

- professional secrecy and breach for legal purposes 

- right and duty of previous consultation of the Board of Jurisdiction  

- ensure data anonymity when using information for other purposes: research, 

education, quality assessment 
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www.ordemenfermeiros.pt 

Ordem dos Enfermeiros - Quarterly Magazine 
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Parliamentary Commission of Health 

Request for a meeting 

 

Unanimous agreement 

to amend the 

Health Information Law 

 

5th June 2011 

...General elections... 
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National press – opinion articles 
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President of the Board of Jurisdiction of the Ordem dos Enfermeiros 

Público 

March 2010 

 

4th  most read 

daily newspaper 

47.731 copies 
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National press – opinion articles 
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President of the Board of Nursing the Ordem dos Enfermeiros 

Público 

June 2010 

 

4th  most read 

daily newspaper 

50.458 copies 
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National press – opinion articles 
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President of the Ordem dos Enfermeiros 

Público 

October 2010 

 

4rd Most read 

Daily newspaper 

50.432 copies 
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National Television – prime time live debate 

O r d e m   dos   E n f e r m e i r o s                                               Portugal 

 
Health information in Portugal: institutional intervention of the Ordem dos Enfermeiros 

President of the Board of Jurisdiction of the Ordem dos Enfermeiros 

RTP 1 

March 2010 

3rd Most read Daily 

newspaper 



ICN Conference Malta 2011 

O r d e m   dos   E n f e r m e i r o s                                               Portugal 

 
Health information in Portugal: institutional intervention of the Ordem dos Enfermeiros 

Objectives: 

•Debate issues related to e-Health/Nursing, EHR, 

HIS/NIS, ICNP®; 

•Disseminate results of national experiences of 

utilization of electronic NIS and ICNP®; 

•Present  ICNP® version 2.0, Portuguese translation; 

•Debate and foresee future developments at national and 

international levels. 

Audience: 

Nurses and Specialist Nurses 

Nurse Managers of Health Institutions, Education Institutions 

Researchers and representatives of ICN, Government 

agencies, Administrators and Managers of Health Institutions 

and Software Companies 

Nursing and HIS 2010: ICNP® and effective utilization experiences 



ICN Conference Malta 2011 

O r d e m   dos   E n f e r m e i r o s                                               Portugal 

 
Health information in Portugal: institutional intervention of the Ordem dos Enfermeiros 

Nursing and HIS 2010: ICNP® and effective utilization experiences 
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Electronic Health Record 
 

- Appointment of three nurses to the National Working Group 

- Designation of the information system 

- Part of the National Platform for implementation (2013) 

- ICNP as the nursing terminology 

- Respect for ethical principles, nurses' rights and 

deontological duties 

- Protecting the public 
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Final thoughts 

- Permanent scrutiny 

- New regulatory challenges 

- Unexpected areas 

- Multiple and coordinated approaches 

- Juridical nature of the Ordem dos Enfermeiros 

- Long road ahead 
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antoniomanuel@ordemenfermeiros.pt 

 

gri@ordemenfermeiros.pt 

 

Thank you 
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