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Patient Safety

ÅAn estimated 8-12% of patients 
admitted to hospital in the EU 
suffer from adverse events

ÅBy Treaty , the EU is expected to 
help its member countries 
coordinate their efforts to protect 
public health
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Eurobarometer on Patient Safety  2010

Likely to get harmed Not likely to get harmed



Patient Safety

ÅSafety and quality are basic 

parameters for an effective 

healthcare sector

ÅNurses are key to initiating 

change and improvement at local 

and national levels
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Patient Safety

EFN lobbies for:

ÅPatient safety to be included as a 
core part of all health education and 
in the assessments of service delivery 
facilities

ÅConcrete support for research and 
exchange of results between EU 
member states and healthcare 
facilities
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Effective Stakeholder 
Approach at national and 
European level, involving 
nurses and nursing in all 

phases of policy - making is 
KEY



European Union Network for 
Patient Safety ïEUNetPaS

ÅProject funded and supported by the 
EC within the 2007 Public Health 
Programme

ÅTo establish an umbrella network of 
all 27 EU MS and EU Stakeholders
of professionals and patients 
organisations .

ÅEncourage & enhance collaboration
in the field of Patient Safety
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ÅWP1 - Promoting a culture of PS

ÅWP2 - Structuring Education & 
Training in PS

ÅWP3 - Implementing Reporting 
and Learning Systems

ÅWP4 - Pilot Implementation on 
Medication Safety

EUNetPaS tackles 4 PS areas:



WP1 ïPS Culture

ÅCollect and exchange information 

regarding PS culture

ÅDefine and evaluate instruments for 

assessing PS culture

ÅResults!
ïCompilation of Patient Safety Culture 

Instruments in use in Member States

ïRecommendations for implementing Patient 

Safety Culture Instruments
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WP2 ïPS Education and 

Training
ÅMutual exchange of experience and 

knowledge on learning interventions 

for healthcare professionals and 

involvement patients 

ÅResults!
ïGuidelines for Education and Training in 

Patient Safety

ïCompilation of Patient Safety Educational 

Activities in the EU
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